
ENGLISH LONG TERM PLAN 

 

 
Year 1 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Traditional Tales Simba and Me Steve Backshall and Me 
Text: Jack and the Beanstalk (traditional tale) 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write the traditional tale of Jack and 

the Beanstalk 

Text: The Three Little Pigs (traditional tale) 

Writing to inform 

● Write instructions for how to build a 

house which is sturdy and won’t be 

blown down. 

Text: Little Red Riding Hood (traditional tale) 

Writing to entertain 

● Write an alternative tale of Little Red 

Riding Hood  

Text: Goldilocks and the Three Bears (traditional 
tale) 

 

Writing to inform 

● Write sorry letters to the Three Bears. 

Poet study: 

● Read Roald Dahl’s ‘Revolting Rhymes’ 

and write their own funny poems. 

Class texts: 
Prince Cinders by Babette Cole 
Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by 
Eugene Trivizas 
Mr Wolf and the Three Bears by Jan Fearnley 
Red Riding Hood and the Sweet Little Wolf by 
Rachael Mortimer 
George & The Dragon  

Text: Disney’s The Lion King (cultural tale) 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write diaries about returning to Pride 

Rock to save the animals. 

● Write a letter from Simba to tell the 

animals of Pride Rock how you plan to 

help them restore their homes. 

Text: African Animals: Lions and African Lions 
(non-fiction) 

 

Writing to inform 

● Write a fact file about the habitat 

Simba is living in. 

● Write a non-chronological report 

about lions. 

 

Class texts: 
Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne 
We’re Going On A Lion Hunt by Margery Cuyler 
Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett  

Text: A Midsummer Nights Dream (Classic) 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write a description of the forest 

setting.  

Text: The Snail and the Whale (adventure story) 

 

Writing to inform 

● Write a diary to recount the places 

visited by the snail. 

Text: Hermit Crab by Eric Carle (adventure story) 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write a sea-life adventure story. 

 

Writing to inform 

● Write instructions about how to rescue 

crocodile eggs or how to make a 

crocodile egg nest. 

Poet study: 

● Write poems about the sights, sounds 

and what we can feel at the beach/in 

nature. 

Class texts: 

Norman the Slug with a Silly Shell by Sue Hendra 

Barry the Fish with Fingers by Sue Hendra 

The Lonely Polar Bear by Khoa Le 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 

Superworm by Julia Donaldson 

Tiddler by Julia Donaldson 

Monkey Puzzle by Julia Donaldson 
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Year 2 
Autumn Spring Summer 

The Queen Pocohontas Sam Pepys 
Text: “Shh! Don’t Wake the Royal Baby!” by 
Martha Mumford (picture book) 

The Royal Rabbits of London by Santa & Simon 
Sebay Montefiore (adventure story) 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write a story about the arrival of a new 
royal baby. 

● Write a character description of Shylo. 

 

Text: Paddington’s Guide to London by Michael 
Bond (non-fiction) 

 

Writing to inform 

● Write an information booklet about 
London. 

● Write a letter to the Queen to invite her 
on a state tour of the UK 

 

Poet study: 

● Write celebration poems for the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Party.  

 

Class texts: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Tempest (Classic) 

 

Writing to entertain: 

● Write a setting description of the storm.  

 

Text: Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman (cultural 
fiction) 

Disney’s Pocahontas 

 

Writing to entertain 
● Write an adventure story set in Native 

America. 

 

Text: The Life and Times of Pocahontas and the 
First Colonies by Marissa Kirkman (2017) (non-
fiction) 
 

Writing to inform 

● Write instructions for how to hunt for 
food like a Native American. 

● Write a diary entry from Pocahontas 

 
Class texts: 

Little Coyote retold by Lynn Donn (Native tale) 

http://presentations.mrdonn.org/clevercoyote.ht
ml  

 
 

Text: The Baker’s Boy and the Great Fire 
of London by Tom and Tony Bradman (historical 
fiction) 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write a diary about the Great Fire of 
London. 

● Write the story of the Great Fire of 
London 

 

Text: Samuel Pepys’ diary and You wouldn’t 
want to be in the Great Fire of London by Jim 
Pipe 

 

Writing to inform 

● Write instructions on what to do if a 
fire starts. 

● Write a newspaper report about the 
Fire of London. 

 

Poet study: 

● Write shape poems about the fire. 
● Learn and write rhymes based on the 

traditional ‘The Great Fire of London’ 
rhyme.   

 
Class texts: 
Katie in London by James Mayhew 
Mr Fawkes, the King and the Gunpowder Plot by 
Tony Bradman 
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Year 3 
Autumn Spring Summer 

Sir Ernest Shackleton Ed Stafford Nellie Bly 
Text:  
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. 
Lewis (fantasy story) 
 

Writing to entertain 

● Write a fantasy story set in an imaginary 
snow-scene world. 

● Write a play where a team of explorers 
get stuck in a snowstorm. 

 

 

Text: Shackleton's Journey by William Grill (non-
fiction) 

 

Writing to inform 
● Write diaries to recount the adventures 

of Shackleton. 
 

Text: Twelfth Night (Classic) 
 
Writing to inform 

● Write a newspaper report.. Lost at 
sea!  

 
Class texts: 

 
Stig of the Dump 
Stone Age Boy 
Cave Baby 
 

Text:  

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry 
(traditional stories - myth) 

The Jaguar and Kukulkan (traditional stories - 
myth) 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write a Mayan myths/legend.  

● Write a setting description based on the 
Great Kapok Tree. 

 

Text: Rainforests in 30 Seconds by Jen Green 
(non-fiction) 

 

Writing to inform 
● Write an information guide on how to 

survive in the jungle. 

 

Writing to persuade 

● Write a persuasive letter against 
deforestation. 

 

Poet study: 

● Learn traditional tribal poetry and 
songs and using them as a base to 
create their own.  

 
Class texts: 

Text:  
There’s a Pharaoh in our Bath by Jeremey Strong 

 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write a chapter of the story 
incorporating dialogue and character 
description. 

● Write their own adventure story of 
travelling around the world. 

 

 

Text: Eyewitness Ancient Egypt by DK or 
Everything Ancient Egypt by National 
Geographic Kids or DKfindout! Ancient Egypt by 
DK (non-fiction) 

 

Writing to inform 

● Write an explanation of how the 
pyramids were built 

  

Writing to persuade 

● Write an advert for the Egyptian 
Tourism Authority. 

 

Poet study: 

● Write acrostic poems about the 
Egyptians. 

 
Class texts: 
Awesome Egyptians by Terry Deary 
Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx by Joe-Todd 
Stanton 
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Year 4 
Autumn Spring Summer 

Spartacus Levison Wood Kira Salak 
Texts: Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit 
(historical fiction) 
 
Writing to entertain 

● Write a pre- and post-eruption setting 

description of Pompeii 

● Write their own story set in Roman 

times 

Text: The Usborne Official Roman Soldier’s 
Handbook 
 
Writing to inform 

● Write a guide for how to be successful in 

battle. 

Writing to persuade 
● Write to persuade a rival tribe to join 

you on your quest to overthrow the 

Roman Empire. 

 

Poet study: 
● Write narrative poetry about the life and 

journeys of Spartacus or a Roman battle. 

Class texts: 
Across the Roman Wall by Theresa Breslin  
The Thieves of Ostia by Caroline Lawrence 
(Mystery story) 

Text: When the Mountains Roared by Jess 
Butterworth (adventure story) 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write a story about an adventure in 
the Himalayas. 

● Write a setting description of the 
Himalayas. 

 

Text: Everything Volcanoes and Earthquakes by 
National Geographic Kids (non-fiction) 

Natural disasters documentaries and newspaper 
articles  

 

Writing to inform 

● Write a letter from Levison Wood to 
recount the experiences he had whilst 
in the Himalayas. 

 

Text: Romeo and Juliet (classic) 

 

Writing to inform 

● Write a newspaper report about the 
fight between the two families. 

 
Class texts: 

King of the Cloud Forests by Michael Morpurgo 

 

 

Text: The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo  
(adventure story) 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write a diary entry from Bertie’s point 
of view. 

● Write a story about a child who 
rescues/protects an African animal 
from poachers. 

 

Text: Gorillas by Seymour Simon (non-fiction) 

 

Writing to inform 

● Write a non-chronological report 
about gorillas. 

 

Writing to persuade 

● Write a leaflet which persuades people 
to combat poaching. 

 

Poet study: 
● Write Kenning poetry about gorillas 

being free in the wild- e.g. tree-

swinger, banana-muncher, chest 

beater, nit-picker etc.  

● Write poems about poaching. 

Class texts: 

The Akimbo Adventures by Alexander McCall 
Smith 
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Year 5 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Tim Peake Sir Ranulph Fiennes Leif Erikson 
Text: Cosmic by Frank Cottrell-Boyce (Science 
fiction) 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write a new chapter of the story. 

● Write a diary entry from Florida’s point 

of view 

Texts: Nearest to the Sun, Brightest in the Sky, 
Our Home Planet, Seeing Red, The Largest 
Planet, Ringed Giant, The Sideways Planet, 
Farthest from the Sun (non-fiction) 

 

Writing to inform 
● Write a non-chronological report about 

the Solar System. 

● Write a newspaper report about Tim 

Peake’s return from space. 

 

Poet study: 

● Write poetry about the view of Earth 

from space using similes and metaphors 

 

Class texts: 

Charlie and Great Glass Elevator by Roald Dahl 
(Science Fiction) 

 

Text: Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson 
(classic fiction), It’s a Book by Lane Smith, The 
Steves by Morag Hood 
 
Writing to persuade 

● Write an advert for Treasure Island. 

Text: Hamlet (classic) 

Writing to discuss 
● Write a discussion text on whether 

tablets should replace text books in 
school.  

 
Text: Step into the desert by Howard Rice (non-
fiction) 
Documentary on the life of Ranulph Fiennes 
 
Writing to inform 

● Write an information text about the 

Sahara Desert – how to survive there 

and what animals and plants can be 

found. 

● Write a biography about the life of Sir 

Ranulph Fiennes. 

 

Class texts: 

 

 
 

 
 

Text: Viking Boy by Tony Bradman (adventure 
and fantasy story) 

 

Writing to entertain 

● Write their own myth about Norse 

Gods and Goddesses. 

● Write a letter as Gunnar. 

Text: Everything Vikings by National 
Geographic Kids or Viking Eyewonder by DK 
(non-fiction) 

 
Writing to discuss 

● Write a discussion text about whether 

the Vikings should invade Britain. 

Writing to persuade 

● Write a persuasive advert for joining 

the Vikings on a voyage. 

Poet study: 

● Write Nordic poetry and Skalds.  

 

Class texts: 

Northern Lights by Phillip Pullman 

Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo 

Horrible Histories Vicious Vikings by Terry Deary 

The Last Viking by Terry Deary 

The Sage of Erik the Viking byTerry Jones  
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Year 6 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Nancy Wake Amelia Earhart Ibn Battuta 
Text: Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle 
Magorian (historical fiction/classic fiction) 
 
Writing to entertain  

● Write a story of a child being evacuated 

to the countryside. 

● Write a letter from William to his 

mother. 

 
Text: The Story of the Second World War (non-
fiction) 
 
Writing to inform  

● Write a non-chronological report on 

‘The Home Front’. 

● Write a newspaper report about VE Day 

celebrations. 

 
Poet Study:  

● Learn about Wilfred Owen and read his 

poem Dolce et Decorum Est. Create 

their own poems about life as a soldier 

during World War I and linking with 

history, compare to the conditions in 

World War II. 

Class texts: 
Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne 

Text: Cogheart (mystery story) 
 
Writing to entertain 

● Write a story opening which focuses on 

a setting description involving the sense 

● Write a mystery story about a 

disappearance 

 

Text: Macbeth (classic) 

 
Writing to discuss 

● Write a discussion text about who was 

responsible for King Duncan’s death. 

Text: DK Biography – Amelia Earhart: A 
Photographic Story of a Life 
 
Writing to inform  

● Write a newspaper report about 

Amelia’s plans to fly around the world. 

 
Class texts: 
 

 

Text: 1001 Arabian Nights (traditional stories - 
folk tales) 
Oranges in No Man’s Land by Elizabeth Laird 
(adventure story) 
 
Writing to entertain  

● Write a diary entry from Ayesha’s point 

of view about the journey across No 

Man’s Land. 

● Write an adventure story based on 

somebody being given three wishes. 

 
 
Text: Propaganda posters and travel brochures 
(non-fiction) 
 
Writing to persuade 

● Write a travel brochure for Morocco.  

● Write activist propaganda against the 

tradition of Bullfighting.  

 
Poet Study:  

● Write a nonsense  poem inspired by The 
Jumblies by Edward Lear. 

 
Class texts: 

1001 Arabian Nights 
 
 

 


